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A Celebration of Achievement
For the 2OOO-~2OO1Academic Year

Standardized Tests

College Boards — The average verbal score for the Class of 2001 was 531. The average
mathematics score was 543. These scores were above both state and national averages for 2001.
Ninety-three percent of the class of 2001 took the College Boards.

• ERBs — The Educational Records Bureau provides nationally normed tests in reading and
mathematics. These tests were administered to grades four, seven and ten in the fall of 2001.
Scores were all above national norms.

Pennsylvania System of School Assessment — Average district scores for 5th, 8th, and 11th grade
students in both reading and math were above state level scores by a range of 120 to 130 points for
math and 100 to 110 points for reading.

General Excellence

• Hillsdale Elementary School received a Blue Ribbon Award for Excellence from the U.S.
Department of Education for the 2000-0 1 school year. Five other West Chester Area schools
received Blue Ribbons in the past. They include: East and Henderson High Schools, Fugett Middle
School, and Mary C. Howse and Sarah Starkweather Elementary Schools. East High School
received the award twice, and Mary C. Howse received it three times.

Academic Competitions

• West Chester Area School District continued a winning tradition in the National Science Bowl
sponsored by the National Organization of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers in April 2001. A
team of three 9th graders from East and one 8th grader from Fugett placed first in the junior high
division, and another team of four 11th graders from East placed third in the senior high division. A
total of 38 teams from across the country competed - 16 in the junior high division, and 22 in the
senior high division. Both East and Henderson have won national championships in the past with
East placing first in 2000, 1997 and 1994, and Henderson placing first in 1999 and 1998.

• A combined team of 22 students from East and Henderson placed second in a robotics competition
at Drexel University in March 2001. The competition required students to construct a remote-
controlled robot capable of performing specific, highly sophisticated tasks.

• In the Pennsylvania State Science Olympiad for the year 2001, a team from Henderson finished
third and earned three medals. Henderson has traditionally done well in the State Science
Olympiad, also placing third in 2000, 1999 and 1998, and first in 1997.
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• A fifth grader at Fern Hill Elementary School took first place at the 2001 Delaware Valley 24
Challenge Math Program at the Franklin Institute Science Museum in Philadelphia. Two other fifth
graders earned silver and bronze medals.

• Two Peirce eighth graders received first and second place in the annual History Day competition at
West Chester University. First place was awarded for a historical paper on the development of
anesthesia, while second place was for a video documentary on the railroad in Chester County.

• An eighth grader at Peirce Middle School placed first in Chester County in the annual history essay
contest sponsored by the Daughters of the American Revolution. This is the

14
th year a student

from Peirce has won the contest.

• Peirce Perspectives, the student literary magazine at Peirce Middle School, was ranked first in the
state from the Pennsylvania School Press Association, and was ranked superior by the National
Council of Teachers of English. Peirce Perspectives was the only magazine published by a middle
school in Pennsylvania to receive the superior ranking.

• The East High School yearbook, Valhalla, received a Keystone Award from the Pennsylvania
School Press Association.

National Merit Finalists

• Eleven students in the Class of 2001 — four from East High School and seven from Henderson High
School — were finalists in the 2001 National Merit Scholarship Program.

• Another fifteen students from East and eleven students from Henderson were commended by the
2001 National Merit Scholarship Program.

• A student from East was commended by the 2001 National Achievement Scholarship Program,
which recognizes outstanding African-American students. This program, like the National Merit
Program, is based partially on high scores in the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
TestlPreliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (NMSQT/PSAT).

• Two East students were named finalists in the National Hispanic Recognition Program, which is
also based on high scores in the NMSQT/PSAT.

Governor’s School Scholarships

• Students at East and Henderson High Schools were awarded a total of six scholarships to the
highly competitive Pennsylvania Governor’s Schools for Excellence in the summer of 2001. Two
scholarships — one to an East student and one to a Henderson student — were awarded to the
Governor’s School for the Arts at Mercyhurst College, Erie. Two scholarships were similarly
awarded to the School for Information Technology at Drexel University. In addition, a Henderson
student won a scholarship to the School for International Studies at the University of Pittsburgh, and
an East student won a scholarship to the School for the Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University,
Pittsburgh.
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Awards in Music & Drama

• The West Chester Middle Schools’ Select Strings placed first in the junior high division of the Music
in the Parks competition in Williamsburg, Virginia. They received a rating of Superior and the trophy
for Overall Best Orchestra with the highest score out of all 49 middle through high school groups,
both vocal and instrumental. Select Strings has received the rating of Superior each year they have
attended —1991, 1993, 1995, 1997, 1999 and 2001. This is the fifth time they received the award
for Overall Best Orchestra.

• For the second time in three years, the Henderson High School Marching Band captured the
Atlantic Coast Championship in the Tournament of Bands Association. The Marching Warriors won
the championship in Group 1, which includes bands with no more than 35 members. This win
capped an undefeated season for the Warriors.

• The East High School Marching Band competed in the finals in the American Conference of the
Cavalcade of Bands, placing fourth overall for the second consecutive year. The American
Conference includes bands of 60 to 95 members.

• Two East students and two Henderson students were named to All-State Chorus; an East student
and a Henderson student were named to All-State Orchestra; and an East student was named to
All-State Band. These students underwent a rigorous audition process sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association. Auditions began on the District 12 level and proceeded
through Region 6 in the state.

Winning Sports

• A Henderson High School student became the first wrestler in Chester County to win two state
championships from the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA). He was also one
of only four wrestlers in the history of District I to win two state championships. He won 61 straight
matches over two years and achieved a 108-7 three-year career record. The Pennsylvania Chapter
of the Wrestling Hall of Fame awarded him a certificate of exceptional achievement.

• An East High School swimmer qualified for these events in the state championships: the 200
medley relay, the 200 freestyle, the 100 backstroke, and the 400 relay. She medaled in several of
them.
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2001 Profile
of

SAT andACT Results

Most collegesanduniversities useone of two standardizedassessmentinstruments as partof
their processin accepting students. The SAT I: ReasoningTest and the SAT II: Subject
Testsareprepared and produced by EducationalTesting Service (ETS) for the not-for-profit
CollegeEntrance Examination Board. The ACT Assessmentis produced by the not-for-profit
ACT Corporation. Most students in the West ChesterArea SchoolDistrict continue to take
the SAT I and/or SAT II, becauseit is a more popular and widely usedassessmentinstrument
in the EastCoastgeographicarea.

SAT land SAT H

Nationwide, 1,276,320seniors took the SAT during the 2000-2001schoolyear. Overall,
students in the West ChesterArea School District continue to scorehigher thanPennsylvania
andnational scores. 697 West ChesterArea District Seniorstook the SAT I sometimeduring
their high schoolexperience,representing 91.46% of the 2001 graduating class(including
learning support students) in both East and He~idersonHigh Schools. More females(368) than
males(329) took either the SAT I or SAT 11. Ethnic diversity of the test-takers continuesto
increase.

For 2001 seniors in the West Chester Area SchoolDistrict, the verbal mean scoreis 531
compared to a Pennsylvaniamean of 500 and a national mean of 506. In an 8-year
comparison, the district verbal mean has not significantly changed.

The math meanscorefor West Chester Area SchoolDistrict test-takers is 543 compared to a
Pennsylvaniamean of 499 and a national mean of 514. This district mean is 25 points higher
than in 1994 representinga gradual, but significant increasein the overall district math mean
score.

The gender gap in West Chester Area School District SAT scoresis much lessthan it is
nationally. For SAT verbal, the mean scorefor females is 5 points higher than males
(nationally, the mean scorefor malesis 7 points higher). For SAT math, the meanscore for
malesis 19 points higher (nationally, the average for malesis 35 points higher).

Racial/ethnic diversity of SAT takers has increasednationally since 1991. However, there are
gaps in white andnon-white SAT scores,nationally, as well as locally. The district verbal
mean is 531, compared to meansfor Asian Americans (574), African Americans (455),
Hispanic/Latino (516), White (539), andOther (517).
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The district math mean is 543, comparedto means for Asian Americans (610), African
Americans (468),Hispanic/Latino(510), White (552)and Other (524).

ACT

Forty-eight students took the ACT Assessment,representing 6.29% of the 2001 graduating
class. On the ACT College Entrance Assessment,(English, Reading, Mathematics and
ScienceReasoning)West Chester Area SchoolDistrict test-takers continue to achieveon par
with the national ACT scoreaverageof 21.0. The compositeaveragefor HendersonHigh
Schoolwas 21.4andthe compositeaveragefor EastHigh School was25.1. The ACT
assessmentis a curriculum-based achievementtest not an aptitude test, more similar to the
SAT H: SubjectTests.

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE

SAT or ACT scoresare only one factor that many collegesand universities examine to
determine acceptance. Other factors include academiccoursesstudied in high school,grade
point average,extra curricular activities, specialinterests, community serviceandcareer-
oriented activities. The CollegeBoard andACT Corporation urge caution in comparing states,
districts andschoolson SAT and ACT scoresalone becausedemographics andnon-school
factors strongly influence scores.
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District Verbal Mean Score - 8 Year Comparison
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2001 CollegeBoard Test Scores

District Math Mean Score - 8 Year Comparison
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West ChesterArea School District
2001 CollegeBoard Test Scores

District Top Tenth High School Rank:*
SAT I Verbal Mean 8 Year Comparison
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West ChesterArea School District
2001 CollegeBoard Test Scores

District Top Tenth High School Rank:*
SAT I - Math Mean 8 Year Comparison
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West ChesterArea SchoolDistrict
2001 CollegeBoard Test Scores

Subject Test Scores
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West ChesterArea SchoolDistrict
2001 CollegeBoard TestScores
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Summaryof Results

on

ThePennsylvaniaSystemof Assessment(PSSA)- March2001

for the

WestChesterArea SchoolDistrict

The PennsylvaniaSystemof SchoolAssessment(PSSA) is a stateevaluativesystem
that informs Stakeholdersin theCommonwealthaboutstudent,schoolanddistrict
performance in reading, writing andmathematics.The PSSAis an evaluativetool thathelps
determinethe degreeto which students,schoolsanddistrictsaremeetingPennsylvania
Academic Content Standards. The PSSAis presentlyadministeredto all public school
students(thePennsylvaniaAlternateSystemof Assessment,PASA, is administeredto
studentswith significantdisabilitiesandstudentexemptionsaregiven for religiousreasons
only) in the following grades:

Reading Grades5, 8, and 11
Mathematics Grades5, 8, and 11
Writing Grades6, 9, and 11

Resultsfrom theseassessmentsarereportedby academicstandardcategoryfor individual
students,schoolsanddistricts. In addition,for the Spring2001 assessment,performance
levelswerereportedfor individual studentsandpercentageof studentsachievingat each
level arereportedfor eachschool,varioussubgroupsandschooldistrict. Performancelevels
cannotbe comparedto previouspercentilelevels.The descriptorsfbr theperformancelevels
arethe following:

Advanced—The AdvancedLevel reflectssuperioracademicperformance.Advanced
work indicatesan in-depthunderstandingandexemplarydisplay of the skills included
in the PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.

Proficient—TheProficientLevel reflectssatisfactoryacademicperformance.
Proficientwork indicatesa solid understandingandadequatedisplayof theskills
includedin the PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.

Basic—The Basic Level reflectsmarginal academicperformance.Basicwork
indicatesapartial understandingandlimited displayof the skills includedin the
PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.This work is approaching
satisfactoryperformancebut hasnot reachedit. Thereis a needfor additional
instructionalopportunitiesand/orincreasedstudentacademiccommitmentto achieve
the ProficientLevel.
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BelowBasic —TheBelow BasicLevel reflectsinadequateacademicperformance.
Below Basicwork indicateslittle understandingandminimal displayof theskills
includedin the PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.Thereis amajorneedfor
additionalinstructionalopportunitiesand/orincreasedstudentacademiccommitment
to achievethe ProficientLevel.

In accordancewith theIndividual with DisabilitiesAct (IDEA) reportingrequirements,
resultsof the SpringPSSA2001 assessmentweredisaggregatedby variousspecialneedsand
demographicgroups. Thegraphsin this report indicateScaledScoresandPerformance
percentagesfor thesedifferentgroups.

Overall, theWestChesterAreaSchoolDistrict’s performanceon the PSSAcontinues
to demonstratehigh achievementon the PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.All
schoolsin the districtperformabovethe stateaveragescaledscore(1310) for reading,
mathematicsandwriting. In comparisonto similar schoolswithin the state,theDistrict’s
scaledscorescontinueto showthat the majority of WestChesterschoolsscoreat the top
level of theScaledScoreRange. -

District-wide mathscoresshowa significant increase(+50 points) atthe high school
level. A 50-pointdifferenceis requiredfor statisticalsignificance. Thereis no statistically
significantchangein mathatthe middle schoollevel (40 pointdecrease)andno changeatthe
elementarylevel. In readingscores,thereis no significantchangefrom District 2000 scaled
scoresat elementary(+10), middle (-20) or high schoollevel (+20). Thescaledscoresfor

5
th

8
th and~1~gradein bothreadingandmathareabovePennsylvaniastatescaledscoresby

a rangeof 110to 120 pointsfor mathand 100 to 110 pointsfor reading.

February2001 was thefirst time thata statewriting assessmentwasgiven atthe
11

th

gradelevel. The District scaledscoreaveragewas 1450 comparedto astateaverageof 1320.
Threetypesof writing wereassessed:informational,narrativeandpersuasive.The District
scaledscoreresultsare: informational-1460,narrativc-1460,andpersuasive-1450;all are
significantly abovethestateaverageof 1330,respectively.

A 4-yearcomparisonof District scoresindicatesastatisticallysignificantdecreasein
mathattheelementarylevel from 1470in 1998 to 1420in 2001 (-50), but no significant
changeover4 yearsat themiddle andhigh schoollevel. In reading,the scaledscores
indicateasignificant increaseat the highschool level (+60), but no significantchangeat the
elementaryor middle school level.

ThePSSA2001 test resultsfor individual schools(seechart for all 15 schools)show
an increasein mathscaledscoresfor 4 schools(2 arestatisticallysignificant)andadecrease
in math scaledscoresfor 11 schools(2 are statisticallysignificant). Increasesin mathscores
rangedfrom 80 to 10 pointsanddecreasesrangedfrom 80 to 10 points.Individual school
readingscoresshowan increasein 5 schools(3 arestatisticallysignificant),no changein 5
schools,andadecreasein 5 schools(2 arestatisticallysignificant). Increasesin reading
scoresrangedfrom 90 to 10 pointsanddecreasesrangedfrom 50 to 10 points.
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Thedisaggregationof test scoresrevealsignificantdifferencesbetweenvarious
racial/ethnicgroupsandspecialneedsgroupson bothscaledscoresandpercentageof
studentsatperformancelevelsfor bothmathematicsandreading. Theaccompanyingcharts
give detailedinformationabouteachgroup. Theonly significantgenderdifferencewas in

8
1h

gradeon the readingassessment.In addition, the disaggregatedresultsfor the District scaled
scoresin mathrevealincreasesin percentageof studentsfrom

5
th to

11
th gradezwho are

performingin the BasicandBelowBasicPerformancelevels.

TheWestChesterAreasSchoolDistrict scorescontinueto showan overall high level
of performancewhenmeasuredagainstthe PennsylvaniaAcademicContentStandards.
However,the disaggregationof resultsindicatesthat improvementis neededin individual
schoolsin bothreadingandmathwith subgroupsof students.hi appropriatelyeducatingall
students,the WCASD Administrationhasalreadybegunimplementingthefollowing
initiatives.

-Workshopswith teacherson standardizedandauthenticassessment
practices

-Thecontinuationof curriculummappingat the elementaryandmiddle schoollevel
andintroductionatthe

9
th gradelevel (Fall 2002)

-Establishmentof theMinority AchievementCommittee

-Disseminationof disaggregatedPSSAinformationto all Principalsandsubsequent
staffmeetingsat thebuilding level.

-Meetingswith SecondaryPrincipalsandAssistantPrincipalsconcerningstudent
achievement

-Meetingswith high schoolstudentsandparents(FebruaryandMarch2002)

-Continuedwork with Supervisorsandteacherslinking WCASD Curriculum with
StandardsandAssessment

-Recommendationsfrom theAssessmentAction Teamto be part of the StrategicPlan
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Pennsylvania State System of Assessment Awards (PSSA)
WestChesterArea SchoolDistrict

SCHOOL ______ ______ ______ ______

EastH. S. ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

Henderson H. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Fugett M. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

StetsonM. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ___________

PeirceM. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ___________

EastBradford E. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

EastGoshenE. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Exton E. S. ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

Fern Hill E. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Glen Acres E. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Mary C. HowseE. S. __________ __________ __________ __________

PennWoodE. S. ___________ ____________ ____________ ____________

SarahStarkweatherE. S. ____________ ___________ ____________ ____________

Westtown-ThornburyE. S. ____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

Tota’s

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001 -02

59,100.00

41,600.00 39,270.00

12,200.00

14,227.50 15,228.00 18,524.00

15,137.50

4,882.50 8,805.00 24,297.00

18,760.00

6,530.00 26,258.00

8,280.00

6,537.50

5,530.00

4,425.00 5,940.00

27,692.00

8,406.00

9,307.50 124,787.50 42,394.00 195,141.00
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WEST CHESTERAREA SCHOOLDISTRICT

PSSATESTS2001 - READING AND MATH

L~i~Ti~i j READING
hiGh SChOOL
East 1400 (+10) 1390 (+50)
Henderson 1460 (-10) 1430(NC)
District 1430 (+50) 1410 (+20)

State 1310 1310

MIDDLE SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY
East Bradford 1420 (-20) 1430 (+20)
East Goshen 1430 (-20) 1460 (NC)
Exton 1440 (+50) 1460 (+70)
FernHill 1410 (-20) 1390 (NC)
Glen Acres 1430 (-10) 1410 (NC)
Hilisdale 1390 (-80) 1410 (-50)
Mary C. Howse 1420 (+10) 1400 (-20)
Penn Wood 1390 (-20) 1410 (+10)
Sarah Starkweather 1450 (+80) 1460 (+90)

Westtown-Thornbury 1420 (-10) 1370 (-50)
District 1420 (NC) 1420 (+10)
State 1310 1310

Fugett
Peiree
Stetson
District
State

1410 (-30)
1410 (-20)
1460 (-50)
1420 (-40)
1310

1390 (-10)
1410 (NC)
1450 (-30)
1410 (-20)
1310

(Numberin parenthesisshowschangein scorefrom 2000)
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PSSA March 2001
District Reading Scaled Scores Compared to State
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PSSA March 2001
District Writing Scaled Scores Compared to State
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PSSA March 2001
District Math Scaled Scores Compared to State
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ATHLETIC TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 1995 - FALL 2001

Fall

___________ - - ,. . 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02
L~~SfiJOnt_ChampionshipsE

East Football Boys Tennis Boys Tennis Football Girls Lacrosse Girls Volleyball
Boys Soccer Wrestling
Field Hockey
Boys Tennis
Wrestling

Henderson Boys X.Country Girls Tennis Girls Tennis Girls Tennis Girls Tennis Girls Tennis Girls Tennis
Girls Lacrosse Boys X-country Boys X-Country Girls Lacrosse Golf Field 1-lockey Boys X-Country ..~

Boys Soccer Girls Lacrosse Boys Tennis Boys Tennis Boys Soccer C)
Girls Track Boys Track/Field Girls Lacrosse Girls Track & Field I
Girls Lacrosse Boys Tennis Girls Track & Field Boys Tennis ITI

___ ___ U)
[~guthernChester ~

East 0

~ Henderson Girls Volleyball 0

~S~urbanLeagueJ W >
East Boys Lacrosse U)

Henderson Boys Lacrosse Boys Lacrosse Boys Lacrosse Boys Lacrosse m

_ I
~.CoiJnty League

East Girls Swimming Girls Swimming
Cl)

Henderson Swimming Girls Swimming

District 1ChampionshJp~
East Girls Swimming Girls Swimming Girls Swimming

Henderson Girls Soccer Girls Soccer Girls Soccer Boys Soccer
Girls Lacrosse Girls Lacrosse

Statech~pJgnshis-Teamj
East

Henderson Girls Soccer Boys X-Country Girls Soccer Girls Soccer Girls Soccer
Girls Lacrosse Girls Lacrosse Girls Lacrosse



INDIVIDUAL ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS 1993 - FaIl 2001

State Championships - Individual All American Champions

Henderson
1993-94:

Drew Smith, Boys Swimming 500 Yd. Freestyle
Bernadette Speer, Girls’ Indoor Track-High Jump
Bernadette Speer, Girls’ lndr./Outdr. Track-High Jump
Sarah Reed, Girls Swimming 200 Freestyle & 100 Backstroke
Bob Frey, Boys Swimming 200 l.M.

Erika Flamer, Girls Gymnastics
Sarah Almond, Track
Rich Stankewicz, All State Football
Sarah Almond, Track
Ben Showers, Cross Country
Jermaine Jones, Wrestling
Joe Plevelich, Indoor Track & Outdoor Track

2000-01: Jermaine Jones, Wrestling

Miscellaneous A wards

Henderson
1994-95: Rich Stankewicz, Boys Lacrosse

Jennifer DiNagoli, Girls Lacrosse
1995-96: Catharine Rohall, Soccer Regional

Kristin Off, USWLA
1998-99: Liz Donnelly, Lacrosse

Lauren Gallagher, Lacrosse
Melissa Sweeney, Lacrosse/Honorable Mention
Mike Kamon, Boys Lacrosse
Dusty Smith, Boys Lacrosse

1999-00: Brooke Young, Girls Lacrosse
Joe Plevelich, Track
Nate McCreary, Lacrosse

Henderson:
1993-94 Greater Philadelphia Indoor Track Association Championship
1994-95 Maxwell Club Award - Rich Stankewicz (Football)
1995-96 Maxwell Club Award - Brandon Montgomery
1996-97 Maxwell Club Award - Will Ray
1997-98 Maxwell Club Award - TylerVoloski
1998-99 Maxwell Club Award - Anthony Verdi
1999-00 Maxwell Club Award - Omar Harris
2000-01 Maxwell Club Award - T. J. DeGarmo
2001 -02 Maxwell Club Award - Mike Verdi

East:
1995-96 Lauren McArdle & Brie Clapp, Girls Swimming - All Area
1995-96 Mark Mansueto, Wresting - All Ches-Mont, Sectional, District, & Regional Champ
1995-96 Steve Kovach, Wrestling - All Ches-Mont, Sectional, District Champ
1995-96 Bernadette Speer & Gema Robles, Girls Basketball - All Ches-Mont & All Area
1995-96 David Hardy & Matt Jackson, Boys Basketball - All Ches-Mont
1997-98 Maxwell Club Award - Drew Babinecz
1998-99 Maxwell Club Award - Matt Schaub
1998-99 McDevitt Award - Matt Schaub
1998-99 Daily Local News ‘Player of the Year’ - Gema Robles, Girls Basketball
1998-99 Daily Local News ‘Player of the Year’ - David Hardy, Boys Basketball
1999-00 McDevitt Award - Amy Tulk
2000-01 Daily Local News ‘Swimmer of the Year’ - Sarah Reed
2000-01 Maxwell Club Award - Adam Mavrelos

East
1994-95:
1995-96:
1996-97:
2000-01:

1994-95:
1995-96:
1997-98:
1999-00:

Na
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